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MUMBAI: With the addition of 822 new coronavirus
cases, the infection count in Thane district of
Maharashtra rose to 5,13,548, an official said on
Friday. The new cases were reported on Thursday, he

said. The death toll in the district rose to 9,061 after
52 more patients succumbed to the infection, the
official said. The mortality rate stood at 1.76 per
cent, he added.

Thane district reports 822 new COVID-19 cases, 52 deaths

LIFELINE REQUEST 

‘Allow folks staying in MMR, with
two vax shots to travel on trains’ 

SHASHANK RAO
shashank.rao@fpjindia.co.in

With the state government
thinking of  easing restric-
tions from June, the rail-
way passenger associations
are demanding that at least
people staying in Mumbai’s
Metropolitan Region
(MMR) should be allowed to
travel on local trains. They
have also suggested that
people who have taken two
vaccination shots and have
a valid certificate should be
allowed on trains. These are
apart from those people
working on essential duties.

At present people staying
in far off  places in MMR,
like on Thane-Kalyan-Kar-
jat/Kasara route on the
Central Railway and Bori-
vali-Virar-Dahanu on West-
ern Railway face a tough

time travelling. This is the
same for those on essential
duties. According to the
railway authorities, there
are people who travel ille-
gally without valid ID proof
and fake IDs, for work de-
spite being disallowed. 

The passenger associa-
tions claim that one of  the
biggest reasons is that the
livelihood of  people are se-
verely hit. In a letter to

Chief  Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, the commuter
body Federation of  Subur-
ban Railway Passengers As-
sociation has said that the
‘Break the Chain’ formula
is frustrating for those liv-
ing beyond Kalyan. “We
have approached both the
Indian Railways and Maha-
rashtra government urging
them to allow at least those
who stay beyond Kalyan in

MMR, to travel in local
trains from June. We have
been suggesting them to go
for staggered office timing,
which shall ease the situa-
tion,” said its president
Nandkumar Deshmukh.  

The local trains (aka life-
line) is the only mode of
transport for people and the
railways have been catching
for ticketless travel and with-
out valid documents every
day. “The railways should
give travel authority and is-
sue daily tickets to those who
produce vaccination certifi-
cates of  both doses,” said
Shailesh Goyal, member
Zonal Railway Users Consul-
tative Committee. 

The passenger associa-
tions state that they should
also include few riders on
this, like people who com-
plete the second dosage

should wait for 15-17 days
before travel; certificates
should be kept handy at all
times etc. At present the
Central and Western Rail-
ways together are ferrying
16-20 lakh people on essen-
tial duties everyday which
is over 20 per cent. 

“How long will railways
and the state government
prevent people from using
the trains. There is a need
to allow people staying in
far suburbs to be allowed to
travel in local trains. The
railways should innovate
the methods of  train travel,
access control, create quota
systems with limited tick-
ets per hour and run train
services as per peak/non-
peak hours,” said Siddesh
Desai, vice-president of  the
Mumbai Rail Pravasi
Sangh.

SWEETY ADIMULAM
sweety.adimulam@fpj.co.in 

Actor Amitabh Bachchan
has bought a luxury duplex
property with a carpet area
of  5,184 square feet for an
amount of  Rs 31 crore in a
project named Atlantis lo-
cated at New Link Road,
Andheri West, by developer
Crystal Pride.

According to the property
registration documents ac-
cessed by Zapkey.com, the
new property is located on
the 27th and 28th floors of
the highrise. Also, the prop-
erty comes with six mecha-
nised car parking spaces for
the homebuyer. 

The Free Press Journal
also reviewed the copy of  the
registration documents,
which showed that
Bachchan bought the proper-
ty on December 31, 2020, and
registered it in April 2021. 

For the said property, the
actor paid a stamp duty of
Rs 62 lakh, which is 2 per-
cent of  Rs 31 crore, taking
advantage of  Maharashtra
government’s stamp duty
concession of  2 percent
valid till December 31, 2020.
According to real estate bro-

kers dealing in the area, the
per sq ft value of  the proper-
ty works out to around Rs
60,000.

The Maharashtra Govern-
ment, in a bid to provide a
much-needed push to the
real estate sector and en-
courage homebuyers to con-
tinue buying property in the
pandemic, had offered a
stamp duty waiver. Under
this scheme, homebuyers
had availed 2 percent stamp
duty offer till December
2020, and later 3 percent till
March 2021. However, the
government did not extend
the offer despite appeals by
developers and representa-
tives from the real estate sec-
tor. Now homebuyers have to
pay 5 percent stamp duty on
any property purchase. 

Sandeep Reddy, co-founder
of  Zapkey.com, said, "The
pandemic has given a boost
to sales of  luxury apart-
ments and a lot of  celebri-
ties and businessmen have
bought houses to take ad-
vantage of  the pandemic-led
price correction and stamp
duty reduction."

According to registration
documents accessed by Zap-
key.com, actress Sunny
Leone had bought a flat on
the 12th floor in the same
project for Rs 16 crore on
March 28, 2021. Bollywood
director and producer
Aanand L Rai had also
bought a duplex apartment
on the 27th and 28th floor
with his wife Yogita Aanand
Raisinghani for Rs 25.3 crore
in the same property.

Builder Lakdawala held in 
Khandala land grab case

SOMENDRA SHARMA 
somendra.sharma@fpj.co.in

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) officials on Fri-
day arrested developer
Yusuf  Lakdawala in con-
nection with the land grab
case of  Khandala. Lak-
dawala was grilled by the
ED sleuths on Thursday for
several hours after 
which he was placed under
arrest. 

Lakdawala was arrested on
a lookout notice issued by
Mumbai Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) at Ahmedabad
airport while he was flying to
London for treatment in

April 2019. 
Lakdawala and his associ-

ate, Mohan R Nair, were
booked on the complaint of
Jitendra Badgujar, sub-reg-
istrar of  Maval taluka, for
allegedly usurping 4.38

acres of  plot, belonging to
an erstwhile Hyderabad
Nawab, in Khandala. Lak-
dawala was later granted
bail in the said case. 

Since the alleged crime had
occurred at the office of  sub-
registrar office at the Old Cus-
toms House at Ballard Estate
in south Mumbai, the first in-
formation report was lodged
by MRA Marg police on April
4 and the case was then later
transferred to the EOW for
further investigation.

Later, based on EOW case,
the ED also registered a mon-
ey laundering case against
Lakdawala in connection to
the Khandala land grab.

Three arrested for mobile
snatching and bike thefts

STAFF REPORTER 
Mumbai

The Aarey Police have ar-
rested three repeat offenders
for chain and mobile snatch-
ing and other petty crimes.
The main accused aspired to
be a 'number one chain-
snatcher in the city'. 

The accused were appre-
hended by a patrolling team
when they were found suspi-
ciously moving in Goregaon
(E).

According to police, on May
24, when a patrolling team
was on duty and saw two
men riding a two wheeler,
moving around suspiciously,

and intercepted them. Upon
interception, they tried to
flee and were caught after a
brief  chase. They were
brought to the Aarey police
station. 

During the interrogation,
they revealed that they were
a part of  a series of  chain

snatching and bike thefts,
who had also stolen the mo-
torcycle they were riding on.
During the probe, they also
said that they had another
accomplice, who too was ap-
prehended soon. 

The arrested trio were iden-
tified as Aarif  Khaatik, 19,
Raghav Chavan, 19 and Ab-
dulrab Khan, 21.

Police probe revealed that
Aarif  aspired to become a
number one mobile snatcher
and had committed at least 15
similar offences in the subur-
ban parts of  the city. Police
have seized 3 bikes and 14
mobile from them valued at
Rs 3,20,000.

Passenger associations highlight travel and economic woes of
people living in far flung places to State govt and Railways  
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BRIEF SHORT NOTICE INVITING
ON LINE TENDER FOR FIXING RATE
CONTRACT FOR SUPPLY OF Cl. AIR

VALVES FOR THE YEAR 2021-22
GWSSB invites online tender through e-tendering for Manufacture,
Supply & Delivery of C.l. Air Valves (15 to 200 mm Dia.) only from
Approved vendors of GWSSB as per new vendor Selection policy as
on last date of online Bid submission. Interested bidder who wish to
participate in above tender may view the detailed tender notice & down
load the Tender documents at free of cost from website.
https://www.nprocure.com
The last date of submission of online tender is 1-7-2021.

INF/272/21-22

GUJARAT WATER SUPPLY &
SEWERAGE BOARD

SECTOR-10/A, GANDHINAGAR

E-tenders are invited on behalf of the Commissioner, NMC, from the
Superintending Engineer (Mech.) NMC for following works.

Sr.
No.

Name Of Work
Estimated
Cost Rs.

E tender fee 
(Rs)

1. Supply Alumina Ferric Liquid Alum 
to various Water Treatment Plant of 
Nashik Municipal Corporation.

1,41,60,000 /-
1,000 + 180
(GST 18%) 

+ 90/-

Note :
1) Detailed Tender will be available on our website www.mahatenders.gov.in
2) E Tender sale and submission from 01.06.2021 to 15.06.2021 at 15.00 hrs.
3) If possible E tender will be opened on 16.06.2021 ������������������������

Engineer (Mechanical) After 15.00 hrs
4) The Commissioner, Nashik Municipal Corporation, Nashik reserves the right

��������������������������������������������������������������������������

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (Mech.)

Nashik Municipal Corporation

Nashik Municipal Corporation
3rd Floor, Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan, Sharanpur Road, Nashik - 422 002

Water Supply Mechanical Department
E-TENDER NOTICE NO - 06 /2021-2022
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Big B buys a duplex in 
Andheri (W) for `31 cr 

The new property is
located on the 27th
and 28th floors of
the highrise. Also,

the property comes
with six mechanised
car parking spaces
for the homebuyer

Lakdawala and his
associate were

booked for allegedly
usurping 4.38 acres
of plot in Khandala,

belonging to an
erstwhile Hyderabad

Nawab

Over 18,000 cases of 
lockdown violations
STAFF REPORTER / Mumbai

Over 18,000 cases of lockdown
violations were registered by
Mumbai police since April 5
when it decided strict
implementation of lockdown
due to rising number of COVID-
19 cases in the city. 
On Thursday, they registered
total of 299 offences under
section 188 (disobeying public
servant's order) of IPC taking the
total number of offences
registered since April 5 to
18,054. 
On Thursday, they registered
106 cases against shop owners
for flouting norms. The shops
that fall under essential
categories have been allowed to

remain open till 11 in the
morning. Those shops found
open beyond the stipulated time
period and those open without
permission were booked under
the said section. 
Apart from this, 104 people
have been booked for loitering
without a valid reason and 47
others were booked for not
wearing masks, besides, 29
cases of crowding at public
places registered on Thursday.




